
Meeting Environmental Goals
through Composting

Compost Use
Workshop
2-26-06

Michele Young
City of San Jose



What are Our Goals?



Converging Opportunities

Green Consciousness
Zero Waste Initiatives
Climate Protection
Water Conservation
Sustainable Landscaping
Petrochemical Prices
Federal Stimulus





Composting as a Strategy

Closing the Loop
Maximizing Diversion from Landfill
Life Cycle Analysis
Water Holding – Runoff Reduction
Erosion Control
Integrated Pest Management – organic ag
Others from Ron’s talk





Tools Available

CIWMB Organics Roadmap 
STA Standards
Ordinances
Specifications
Contracts
Permits
Purchasing Policies



Role for the Public Sector?

Policies

Contract Provisions

Specifications

Purchasing

Research/Marketing

Collaboration

Legislative Support











San Jose Green Vision Goals 

Zero Waste
• 75% Waste Diversion by 2013
• Zero Waste by 2022

Renewable Energy
• 100% power from renewable energy by 2022
• Treatment Plant energy self sufficient - 2013



Organics Capture is Key to 
Meeting Zero Waste

and Energy Conversion Goals



San Jose as a Case Studay

Contracts
Specifications
EP 3
IPM Policy

Stormwater Permit

Bay Friendly Gardening

Research/Mkt Development

Compost Awareness Week



Tools Available at 
www.urbancompost.com



What Tools Do We Need?

Case Studies

Legislation

Infrastructure Incentives

Research



What Actions Can We Take?



Shovel Ready Projects 
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